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DMDK joins DMK alliance, 
may get 1 RS, 6 MLA seats
P R A B H A K A R  T A M I L A R A S U 
@ Chennai

PUTTING an end to weeks of  
political speculation, the Desiya 
Murpokku Dravida Kazhagam 
(DMDK) on Thursday formally 
joined the DMK-led Secular Pro-
gressive Alliance (SPA) after be-
ing assured of  one Rajya Sabha 
seat and six Assembly seats.

The development comes a day 
after the Election Commission 
of  India (ECI) announced that 
biennial elections to 37 Rajya 
Sabha seats, including six from 
Tamil Nadu, will be held on 
March 16. Of  the six outgoing 
members from the state, four be-
long to the DMK — Tiruchi Siva, 
N R Elango, Andhiyur Siva, and 
Dr Kanimozhi NVN Somu.

Sources in the DMK said the 
party had already committed 
one Rajya Sabha seat to the Con-
gress and has now offered one to 
the DMDK. “The six constituen-
cies to be allotted to the DMDK 
will be finalised by a committee 
to be formed by the DMK leader-
ship. The alliance was sealed 
only after the number of  seats 
was confirmed and accepted by 
both the sides,” a senior DMK 
leader told TNIE. DMDK general 

secretary Premalatha Vijay-
akanth and party treasurer LK 
Sudish met Chief  Minister and 
DMK President M K Stalin at the 
party headquarters, Anna Ariva-
layam, in Chennai, formally 
joining the alliance. Senior lead-
ers from both parties, including 
Deputy Chief  Minister Udhaya-
nidhi Stalin and DMK deputy 
general secretary Kanimozhi 
Karunanidhi, were present.

The DMDK has never previ-
ously aligned with the DMK and 

had, at various times, partnered 
with rival alliances. This marks 
the first time the party has 
joined hands with the DMK.

Welcoming the DMDK, Stalin 
said the “bond of  goodwill 
would continue to contribute to 
the progress and prosperity of  
Tamil Nadu”. Recalling alli-
ance talks held in 2016, she said 
the tie-up had materialised af-
ter a decade-long delay. “It 
should have happened when 
Captain Vijayakanth was alive.
It is happening after a delay of  
10 years, and we will work to 
ensure the alliance wins more 
than 200 seats,” she said.

Vijayan slams ‘Kerala Story 2’ as ‘hate-mongering’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@T’puram

KERALA Chief  Minister Pi-
narayi Vijayan on Thursday 
termed ‘The Kerala Story 2’ as 
a “hate-mongering film” and 
said the release of  its sequel 
should be seen with “utmost 
gravity”.

In a post on social media 
platform X, Vijayan said, hav-
ing seen through the alleged 
communal agenda and blatant 
lies in the first part, “Kerala 
will once again reject this at-
tempt to demonise our secular 
fabric with contempt.”

“It is shocking how fabricat-
ed narratives aimed at inciting 
communal discord receive a 
free pass, while critical expres-
sions of  art get gagged. We 
must stand united against these 
attempts to paint our land of  
harmony as a hub of  terror. 
The truth shall always prevail,” 
he said on X.

The BJP has come down 
heavily on Vijayan over his re-
marks opposing the movie, ac-
cusing him of  “hypocrisy” and 
attempting to distract people 
from governance issues ahead 
of  elections.

Speaking to reporters in Del-
hi on Thursday, BJP state presi-
dent Rajeev Chandrasekhar 
trained his guns on the CM and 
asserted that filmmakers have 
the right to creativity and citi-
zens have the right to decide 
what they watch.  Chan-
drasekhar alleged that the 
chief  minister was portraying 

himself  as the custodian of  a 
particular community.

CPM general secretary M A 
Baby said the Kerala Story 1 
had unfounded allegations and 
manufactured lies.

Accusing Pinarayi of  double 
standards, Chandrasekhar said 
he used a different yardstick 
when a Hamas leader gave an 
online address at a pro-Pales-
tine event in Malappuram in 
2023. Asserting that “love jihad” 
was not a fiction but a reality, 

Chandrasekhar said the chief  
minister wants to ignore it.

BJP leader Sobha Surendran 
said that though she has not 
seen the movie, the title of  a 
film cannot be questioned as 
“we cannot violate the freedom 
of  expression”. Speaking at a 
press conference here, she said 
that some women have escaped 
from the chains, and there are 
some who should be brought to 
the light by the media.

 (With inputs from agencies)

HC notice to CBFC on plea to quash certification
The Kerala High Court on Thursday issued notice to the Central Board of Film 
Certification and the producers of the film ‘The Kerala Story 2: Goes Beyond’ in a 
petition seeking to quash the certification granted to the film. The court issued 
the order on a petition filed by Sreedev Namboodiri of Kannur. The petitioner also 
sought to suspend the exhibition and release of the film. The petitioner argued 
that the certification was granted without adequate examination of its impact on 
public order, decency, and morality, as mandated under Section 5B of the 
Cinematograph Act, 1952. The concluding statements in the teaser and trailer 
allegedly amount to a call for retaliatory action, creating a real and imminent 
apprehension of law and order issues. ENS

S H A N  A S  @T’Puram

IN a big blow to the SIT prob-
ing the Sabarimala gold theft 
case, the Kollam Vigilance 
Court has ruled that investiga-
tors failed to produce “an iota 
of  evidence” to establish a pri-
ma facie case against 
t h a n t r i  K a n d a r a r u 
Rajeevaru.

The court had grant-
ed bail to the thantri on 
Wednesday, 41 days af-
ter he was arrested by 
the SIT in the cases regis-
tered for theft of  gold from the 
door frames as well as dwara-
palaka idols. The court, in its 
bail order, said the SIT was 
unable to establish “any pri-
ma facie materials to link the 
petitioner in the alleged con-
spiracy by any means”.

It stated that the act of  the 

thantri in not signing the ma-
hazars on May 18, 2019, and 
July 20, 2019, would destroy the 
entire case of  the SIT regard-
ing criminal conspiracy. The 
mahazars were prepared after 
the gilded sheets from the door 

frames and dwarapalaka 
idols were removed.

Though the thantri 
had signed another 
mahazar on July 19 
regarding the hand-
ing over of  the gilded 

sheets from dwarapala-
ka idols, the mahazar was 

prepared in accordance with 
the Travancore Devaswom 
Board’s official decision to hand 
over the artefacts to Potti, the 
order said. This, the court said, 
in the absence of  any other in-
criminating circumstances, was 
also not a ground to implicate 
the thantri in the case.

E N S  @ Hyderabad

AICC president Mallikarjun 
Kharge and Leader of  the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi, who met Telangana 
Congress leaders in Delhi, had 
a clear message for them: work 
closely together. Kharge and 
Gandhi held a meeting with 
Chief  Minister A Revanth Red-
dy, TPCC president B Mahesh 
Kumar Goud and ministers. 
AICC leader KC Venugopal and 
party in-charge for Telangana, 
Meenakshi Natarajan, were 
also present. During the meet-
ing, the AICC leaders reviewed 
the performance of  the TPCC, 
discussed future strategies, the 
action plan and the filling of  
vacant nominated posts.

Unity is strength, 
Kharge, Rahul 
tell Revanth

SABARIMALA GOLD THEFT

TN Chief Minister MK Stalin greets DMDK leader Premalatha Vijayakanth in Chennai | X

DMDK will never be forgiven by Captain Vijayakanth’s Soul. As long as 
Captain was alive, he never formed an alliance with the DMK. People 
will not accept this alliance —Tamilisai Soundararajan, BJP leader

SIT to file final 
report by March 31
Kochi: The SIT probing the 
Sabarimala gold smuggling 
case on Thursday informed the 
Kerala High Court that the final 
report in the case will be filed 
before the jurisdictional court 
on March 31. The investigating 
officer, who was present in the 
court, submitted that the 
National Metallurgical 
Laboratory, Jamshedpur, has 
expressed its willingness to 
conduct tests on the samples 
collected from Sabarimala. A 
total of 36 samples have been 
collected, of which 30 pertain 
to removal of gold from 
dwarapalaka idol, and six 
relates to the removal of gold 
cladding from the side frames 
of the Sreekovil doors. ENS

Teen girl sexually assaulted by trio in Hyd
Hyderabad: A 16-year-old girl was allegedly sexually 

assaulted by three persons, including two minors here 
after being “threatened” with a knife. The incident 

happened in a house in Chengicherla in Hyderabad on 
February 16. One of the accused, who is previously 

involved in eight cases, including robbery and theft, 
and against whom a suspect sheet was also maintai-
ned, was apprehended on February 18 along with the 

minor boy, who lured the victim, police said. ENS

Vizag: Teen held for 3-yr-old’s assault
Visakhapatnam: A 17-year-old boy allegedly 
sexually assaulted a three-year-old girl in Visakha-
patnam on Thursday. The accused visited the 
family’s home to collect Rs 300 owed to him. The 
father and the accused often played traditional 
drums together at local functions. The accused 
lured the three-year-old girl away on the pretext of 
buying her chocolates. He then took her to a nearby 
open area, where the assault occurred. ENS

C R I M E  P A T R O L

‘Not an iota of evidence against thantri’

Odisha’s economy is on course to reach the Rs 10 lakh crore mark 
very soon, with its Gross State Domestic Product estimated at 
Rs 9.9 lakh crore in 2025-26, reflecting a year-on-year growth of 
9.5%, the latest Economic Survey on the state has revealed


